
YOUR home is a place 
where you should 
feel safe and secure. 
Unfortunately crimi-
nal elements do find 

ways of gaining access to prop-
erties. Yet taking basic safety 
measures can go a long way to-
wards improving your family’s 
sense of security and enhance 
your quality of life. Why not ask 
consumer champion Cashbuild 
for advice to make your home 
safer? Outdoor lighting and se-
curity gates on the doors are a 
very good start. 

Don’t let anxiety about crime 
ruin your life – go out and have 
fun but leave a few lights on in 
your home. Going away on holi-
day? Ask a reliable neighbour or 
friend to switch your lights on in 
the evenings. The motion detec-
tors in the Ampax security lights 
range are very effective. 

Cashbuild suggests you install 
outside sensor lights such as 
these separately and link them 
to the lights of one of the rooms 
inside the house to create the 
impression that someone is at 
home. A timer which sets the 
lights to switch on and off at 
particular times is another great 
idea.

Most motion detectors are 
pre-wired and assembled for 
easy installation. The simplest 
way to install these is to replace 
an existing light with a motion 
detector light allowing the fix-
ture to work automatically. With 
any movement the detector 
switches the light on and after a 
pre-set period it’s turned off 
again. The light stays on as long 
as movement is detected, which 
makes them energy-friendly.

Before installing a motion de-
tector light you have to test the 
voltage with a voltage tester on 
a live wire. An electrician will ad-
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vise if the motion detector light 
and distribution board have the 
appropriate power capacity.

If there’s no existing power 
point where you wish to fit the 
detector your electrician will 
have to run power from the 
nearest source. If you’re a DIY 
person and intend doing it your-
self make sure the power has 
been shut off and cover the dis-
tribution board with tape to en-
sure no one accidentally switch-
es it on while you’re installing 
the light. 

What about security during 
the day? Abracon security gates 
are an excellent safety measure, 
good value for money and carry 
a two-year guarantee. All prod-
ucts conform to high standards 
in manufacturing, painting, ma-
terials and locks. To make the 
gate last as long as possible oil 
the hinges and locks regularly. 
Use a good car wax if the paint 
becomes dull, especially if you 
live at the coast, and if rust ap-
pears simply sand it off, galva-

nise and repaint.
If you know how to use an 

electric drill you can install the 
security gates yourself. Full in-
structions and the correct instal-
lation parts, including hinges, 
rivets and the locking block, are 
supplied with the gates. All 
you’ll need is a 5-mm steel bit, a 
pop rivet gun and a tape mea-
sure. You can buy the necessary 
screws and plugs from Cashbuild 
if the gate has to be attached to 
a masonry or wooden frame.

Locks are as important. A dis-
cus-style padlock is ideal for se-
curing gates and a 60-mm brass 
padlock is usually used to keep 
personal and valuable items se-

G
eorg


e 

Sh
ell

e
y/

M
ast


erfil


e

/G
re

atstoc





k

cure. And for maximum security 
– particularly in business and in-
dustry – Cashbuild stocks the in-
surance padlock – a rectangular 
solid-brass, high-security pad-
lock with a closed shackle.

The Wispeco Roll-a-Door is  
another good security measure 
and suitable for garages. For 
minimal extra outlay you can 
convert your drive-way security 
gate or garage door into an au-
tomated one so you don’t have 
to open and close it manually.
S  All products are available 
from Cashbuild. Visit www.
cashbuild.co.za or call the 
Cashbuild Helpline on 0860-
100-582 for more information.

          
General safety tips

S Identify keys with codes in-
stead of written labels and 
don’t leave keys in doors. 
S Build a relationship of trust 
with your neighbours. 
S Keep your doors and gates 
locked, even when at home.
S Tell your domestic worker 
and children not to open the 
door for anyone or disclose 
any information.
S Keep cash, valuables and 
firearms in securely bolted 
safe boxes.
S Ensure the catches on your 

windows are in working   
order. 
S Ensure the gate closes be-
hind you and no one follows 
you when you enter your 
driveway.
SMake it difficult for crimi-
nals to operate in your 
neighbourhood – promptly 
reporting suspicious people 
and noise to the police. 
S If you’ve had a burglary – 
first let the police take fin-
gerprints before allowing 
anybody to touch anything.

Security gates are available 
in black and white.  
FAR LEFT: Shoot bolt   
@ R399,95. LEFT: Standard 
gate @ R499,95. Terms and 
conditions apply.
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